








Pro Bono is at our CENTER

HOW OUR PRO BONO CLIENT BOUGHT A FIREHOUSE

Brown Rudnick recently provided pro bono legal counsel to
ZUMIX; Inc., a non-profit organization that provides performing
arts-based educational programs at no cost to children in East
Boston. The Brown Rudnick legal team included Carl Axelrod, Jason
Mahler, and Christian Rivera, with assistance from Carole Brennan.

This team worked through a myriad of complex legal and
government relations issues involving a unique partnership between
the City of Boston, East Boston Community Development
Corporation and ZUMIX. As a result, a complicated real estate
deal was closed to the satisfaction of all parties, and with a long-
term benefit for the children in the community.

Jason Mahler Carole Brennan

Brown Rudnick was asked directly by the Volunteer Lawyers for the Arts of Massachusetts to handle this
engagement because of its complexity and sensitivity. Through our Center for the Public Interest, the Firm
represented ZUMIX in the acquisition of an abandoned firehouse from the City of Boston, with
involvement by the East Boston Community Development Corporation. The financing for the acquisition
and development of the site involved multiple loan sources as well as the proceeds from New Market Tax
Credits, and this project represents ZUMIX's largest financial and institutional undertaking to date.

For the past 18 years, ZUMIX has provided its programs and services, which include instrumental music
instruction, technical audio support training, and the sponsorship of local live-music concerts, out of an
outdated and outgrown rented facility. ZUMIX is now developing the 9,000 square foot former

firehouse, with its fourteen-foot-high ceilings and open floor plan, into a state-of-the-art performance space
with classrooms, practice areas, an in-house recording studio and radio station, as well as office and
exhibition space. This new location will allow a large number of waitlisted children to be able to access
ZUMIX’s programs, and will provide a sophisticated, state-of-the-art venue for these programs to continue
to grow.
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Community Outreach is at our CENTER

Brown Rudnick Answers A Call to Protect

For several years, through the Brown Rudnick Center for the Public Interest, the Firm has been supporting a
national program, a Call to Protect. Call to Protect distributes new and recycled pre-programmed emergency
wireless phones free of charge to domestic violence victims. Because of the Firm’s ongoing support of this
program, Brown Rudnick has consistently been able to donate approximately 25 phones and accessories
(including chargers and extra batteries) every 2 - 3 months. Brown Rudnick attorney Dan Brown
coordinates this effort.

“All of the support staff, attorneys, and other
professionals at Brown Rudnick LLP thank you for
organizing this important program. We are thrilled to
be able to have once again participated, and hope
that our contribution will help ensure the safety of
many victims of domestic violence.”

-- Dan Brown, Brown Rudnick attorney

Brown Rudnick Assists in Hurricane Ike Rebuilding Efforts

In conjunction with a visit to Houston on a business matter, a Brown Rudnick team of lawyers visited an
area devastated by Hurricane Ike and devoted part of a day to rebuilding efforts. Organized through our
Center for the Public Interest, the Brown Rudnick team included Doug Cohen, Michael Kozlik, James
Bedar, Lan Marinelli, and James Hauser.
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A public interest focus is alive
and well in our Firm. The
Brown Rudnick Center for
the Public Interest is an
integral part of the Firm, with
a mission to champion,
coordinate and celebrate the
Firm’s involvement in pro
bono legal representation,
community service activities
and charitable giving.

Brown Rudnick Center
for the Public Interest
One Financial Center
Boston, MA 02111

Phone: (617) 856-8119
E-mail: center@brownrudnick.com

Web:  www.brownrudnickcenter.com

Please contact Al Wallis or Kym Patrico to discuss any matters regarding the Brown Rudnick Center for the Public Interest.

Thanks especially to Kym Patrico, Lisa Murray, Alexis Zukowski and Connie Kelly for their assistance with this newsletter.
And finally, apologies for any errors or unintentional omissions, which may from time-to-time occur in the Center Quarterly —

maybe even this one.

- Al Wallis
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