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ENCOURAGING EARLY CHILDHOOD LITERACY AND WELL-BEING 

Foundation Director Ed Pare (above left in photo), and Center Executive Director Al Wallis recently visited one of the classrooms

supported by Foundation Relationship Grant recipient Ready2Learn, a program of the Providence Plan.  The program helps inner-

city preschoolers get prepared to arrive at school age healthy, familiar with reading and ready to learn.  In addition to reading with

the students, the children gave lessons to Ed and Al on how to safely hold the classroom’s pet hermit crab.

THE CAPITOL HISTORICAL SOCIETY:
MEETING THE CONSTITUTIONAL
CHALLENGE

The second annual “We the People Challenge” Award

Ceremony was held in June at the Parkside Middle School in

Washington, D.C.  The Challenge, created and supported by the

Brown Rudnick Charitable Foundation and relationship grant

recipient Capitol Historical Society, enhances student visits to

historic sites in the Capitol with a contest in which a classroom

of students demonstrate what they have learned.  This year’s

Challenge award winners were the 8th grade students of Cesar

Chavez Public Charter School for Public Policy at the Parkside

Middle School.  Foundation Director and Vice-President Henry

(“Buddy”) Menn (center, in photo on right), was at the event to

congratulate the winners.

Recent Foundation & Philanthropic Activity (cont.)
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Recent Foundation & Philanthropic Activity (cont.)

BUILDING EDUCATED LEADERS FOR LIFE (“BELL”): NURTURING STUDENT GROWTH

Brown Rudnick summer associates in New York City, together with Blair Baigent, Brown Rudnick Recruiting Coordinator (center,

bottom left photo), and Al Wallis, Executive Director of the Brown Rudnick Center for the Public Interest, travelled to P.S. 152 in

Washington Heights, Manhattan in June.  The team spent the better part of a day brightening the urban school by planting a row of

flowers, perennial Stella D’Oros, around the perimeter of the front lawn.   Afterwards, the team visited a first grade classroom,

where the students described what they were learning that day.

“Dear Al and Blair:   Thank you once again for a great project

yesterday. It was wonderful to get to know you both, and I

don't think we could have asked for a better day.  Please also

pass my thanks along to the group.  We couldn't have done it

without their enthusiasm and willingness to work hard!  The

gardens outside P.S.152 look absolutely beautiful.” 

--Chelsea Freemon, Development Officer, BELL  
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Pro Bono Legal Representation - Updates

PROVIDING PRO BONO LEGAL
REPRESENTATION TO THE HOMELESS

Twice a year in Boston, Brown Rudnick attorneys provide pro bono

legal assistance at a legal clinic at a homeless shelter through a

program organized by the Boston Bar Association's Lawyers

Clearinghouse.  Recently, Brown Rudnick counseled individuals at

HopeFound shelter in Jamaica Plain.  Similar assistance has been

provided to the homeless in Connecticut  by Brown Rudnick

attorneys in the Hartford office.
(In photo, from left, are participants Christian Rivera, Kierstan Schultz, Jeff Vigliotti, Al

Wallis, Jonathan Marshall and (in front) James Bair.)

From a homeless clinic client’s note to Brown Rudnick regarding his attorneys, Jeffrey Vigliotti and Jonathan Marshall:

“Jeff and Jonathan took exhaustive care in addressing my difficult ‘Gordian Knot’ of civil law legal difficulties as my pro bono advocates and I can't
thank them enough for their combined skills and attention to my troubling issues.  Their character, patience, and tact brought to me a new
appreciation of their chosen profession as well as a great respect for them as people who represent your firm.”

-- Sincerely, [homeless legal clinic client]

PRO BONO RANKINGS

The national magazine, American Lawyer, annually ranks top U.S. law firms in a variety of

categories.   In the recently issued  2011 AmLaw Pro Bono Survey, Brown Rudnick is

ranked #75 in the U.S. out of the 200 firms surveyed based on the time and breadth

devoted to pro bono representation.

Community Involvement

BROWN RUDNICK WALKERS AND RUNNERS HAVE HEART

As it has for several years, Brown Rudnick fielded a team of walkers in Boston and was once again one of the Top 5

in fundraising for the Making Strides Against Breast Cancer walk this year.  Julia C. Forbes, Brown Rudnick’s

Manager of Training and Application Services, was the team captain. 

For the third consecutive year in Boston, Brown Rudnick fielded a team of runners in the  Annual Lawyers Have

Heart 5K race to benefit the American Heart Association.  Partner Dan Brown was the team captain.
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Community Involvement (cont.)

BRUINS VICTORY DAY IN BOSTON

To celebrate the Boston Bruins Stanley Cup victory in June, Brown Rudnick held a

Bruins Denim Day Celebration in the Boston office.  Participants who donated $5

could wear jeans to work that day. A grand total of $425 was raised during this

initiative, with the proceeds donated to the Brown Rudnick Charitable Foundation.

REACH OUT & READ EXPANDS SERVICES TO
MILITARY FAMILIES

Our long-time Foundation Relationship Grantee, for whom our Partner, Ed

Pease,  also provides general counsel services on a pro bono basis, recently

announced a dramatic response to First Lady Michelle Obama and Dr. Jill

Biden’s Joining Forces initiative.  This national initiative supports and honors

America’s service members and their families.  Reach Out & Read, a research-proven

school readiness initiative, will expand to 100 U.S. bases by 2013, serving more than

200,000 children of military families.

SUMMER ASSOCIATES IN SUPPORT OF LEGAL SERVICES (SAILS)

For the past decade, Brown Rudnick summer associates have brought their own brown bag to a lunch with Center

Executive Director Al Wallis, held outdoors on the grass if weather permits.  During the lunch, they discuss the

history of and need for legal services organizations to provide access to justice in civil matters for those who

cannot afford an attorney.   The associates then nominate organizations  and select one which will  receive a

donation from Brown

Rudnick.  This year, the

summer associates in New

York selected the Brooklyn

Bar Association Volunteer

Lawyers Project Center,

while those in Boston chose

Community Legal Services

and Counseling Center.
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CENTER MARKS ITS TENTH ANNIVERSARY

Since inception, Brown Rudnick has supported and promoted participation in community service and pro bono work for the

public interest.  In the spring of 2001, Brown Rudnick reaffirmed this commitment with the opening of the Brown Rudnick Center

for the Public Interest and the creation of the Brown Rudnick Charitable Foundation.  

The Center was unique in the legal community at that time, and today it continues to distinguish Brown Rudnick as a leader by

striving to combine the power of pro bono legal representation, charitable giving and community service to help those in need.

The work of the Center has broadened during the last decade, enhancing our Firm

and the people in it.  As the Firm has grown in this past decade, our Center has

kept pace with that growth, expanding the geographic reach of its activities. 

Many Brown Rudnick attorneys, GL&S professionals, paralegals and staff, past and

present, have played a role in the Center’s enduring success.  Special thanks to former

Foundation presidents, Joel Reck, Carl Axelrod and Cheryl Pinarchick;  to Andy

Strehle, Chair of the Firm’s Pro Bono Committee; and to the Center’s first and

only Executive Director, Al Wallis, and Executive Assistant, Kym Patrico.  Because of their vision, enthusiasm and perseverance --

and the support of many other Brown Rudnick colleagues who actively participate in the Center’s numerous public interest

programs -- Brown Rudnick’s support has spanned a generation of assistance in the communities in which we work and live.

Through the Center, our extensive outreach includes, among others, support of innovative educational programs such as a holiday

card contest for Boston public school students, essay contests about our nation’s capital, and mock trial programs.  Our pro bono

representation has focused on nonprofits, unemployment benefit appeals, indigent artists, the disabled, veterans, civil rights, inner-

city education, and homelessness.   And, we continue to provide the combined power of pro bono legal counsel, charitable grants

and volunteer time to prominent organizations such as Facing History & Ourselves, Reach Out and Read, and Providence

Plan/Ready2Learn.

As we celebrate these accomplishments, we should remind ourselves that much work remains and our communities need us

more than ever.  With this in mind, the Firm remains committed to the work and looks ahead to building on the Center's success

to take us to greater heights in bettering our Firm, our profession and our communities. 

Community Involvement (cont.)

Please contact Al Wallis or Kym Patrico to discuss any matters
regarding the Brown Rudnick Center for the Public Interest.
Thanks especially to Kym Patrico, Lisa Murray, Connie Kelly
and Kristin Cicerone for their assistance with this newsletter.
And finally, apologies for any errors or unintentional
omissions, which may from time-to-time occur in the Center
Quarterly – maybe even this one.

- Al Wallis

Brown Rudnick Center
for the Public Interest
One Financial Center
Boston, MA 02111
Phone: (617) 856-8119
E-mail: center@brownrudnick.com
Web: www.brownrudnickcenter.com

- Joseph Ryan, CEO, Brown Rudnick




