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Recent Community Involvement

BROWN RUDNICK BOSTON LIBRARY COORDINATES CHARITABLE GIVING EVENTS

Charitable giving efforts frequently spring up in the Boston office library of  Brown Rudnick, ignited by the compassion of the library

staff.  This summer, the library organized a book donation drive to support Foundation grantee Reach Out & Read.   As summer ended,

the co-library directors Kathleen Gerwatowski and Diana Pierce, along with many others, organized a bake sale in the library to support

the “Brown Rudnick” Making Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk Team captained by Julia Forbes, Diana Pierce and Linda Charron.

“Our team has raised over $3,700 so far (and counting) and Brown Rudnick has raised over $30,000 in
our five years [of having a] Making Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk team.” – Julia Forbes

Dear Ms. Gerwatowski,
This letter is to thank you for the amazing book

donation, the books ranged from baby-adolescent

ages.  That was so perfect!  One of the patients a 7

year old girl helped me sort and stock the shelves,

she was very excited.  Being a Reach Out and Read

site it is important that we are able to keep a

selection of books for our patients and families…

With thanks to you we have more books on our

shelves!  Please thank everyone that was involved

with book drive.  It means so much to our clinic to be

able to receive such donations.

Take care,Kate King, CCLS
Boston Medical Center

Pediatric Primary Care Clinic

Reach Out and Read Coordinator

Child Life Specialist”

Library Book Drive
Our Library also organized a book drive to support our
Foundation grantee, Reach Out and Read in Boston.
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CENTER BUNNY HOPS TO SUPPORT THE ARTS

In a spontaneous celebration organized by, among others, the legendary

chalk artist Sidewalk Sam and the organization Very Special Artists (VSA),

the Brown Rudnick Center for the Public Interest organized a group to

join in doing the bunny hop during lunch hour in front of Boston’s South

Station to raise awareness of the arts.

Recent Community Involvement

Our Own
Brown Rudnick

Hoppers!

BROWN RUDNICK RECOGNIZED AS A
LEADER IN CHARITABLE GIVING

Brown Rudnick was recognized as one of the

Massachusetts’ “Largest Corporate Contributors” at an

annual breakfast event held in September by the Boston

Business Journal.  BR was ranked #56 among corporations

for its philanthropic cash donations.
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Pro Bono Legal Representation - Updates
BROWN RUDNICK ASSOCIATE’S PRO BONO REPRESENTATION APPLAUDED BY THE
BOSTON BAR ASSOCIATION’S LAWYERS CLEARINGHOUSE

Brown Rudnick Associate Rebecca “Becky” Alperin was featured in The Lawyers Clearinghouse Summer Newsletter for the pro bono
matters she has taken on through the organization’s referral program. We share the story with you here.  Enjoy!

Reprinted with permission from the Clearinghouse Newsletter:

Rebecca Alperin is Of Counsel in the Corporate Department at Brown Rudnick, with a primary focus on employee benefits matters. She
is experienced in the many aspects of employee benefits law, including the design and ongoing administration of benefit plans and
programs, as well as the identification of employee benefits issues triggered by corporate mergers and acquisitions. In addition, Becky has
experience in drafting and negotiating executive employment agreements.

The Lawyers Clearinghouse is fortunate that Becky has volunteered to assist when nonprofits apply to us for assistance with employment
benefits matters.  She sees participation in pro bono activities and representation of small tax-exempt organizations as a win-win for
everyone.  Not only does the organization benefit from legal expertise and insight that it would not otherwise have access to, but it allows
her to continue to develop and become more well-rounded professionally and gain involvement in community based organizations. 

The goals of the organizations that she has assisted are often different than those of her larger for-profit clients. With smaller budgets
and less ability to incentivize employees, her pro bono clients look to her to design and facilitate the implementation of employee
centered human resource policies and programs.  She considers herself fortunate to work with organizations that are enthusiastic about
providing comprehensive programs to their employees and states that "they just
need some help and guidance in getting there and complying with the ever
changing legal playing field". 

Becky has taken on several matters through the Lawyers Clearinghouse
referral program and feels that the Clearinghouse has been extremely helpful
in finding and referring pro bono matters that build on her area of
expertise.  She had taken on cases involving review of existing personnel
policies and employee handbooks for compliance with employment laws and
regulations and has designed a compensation and benefit program for the
executive directors of a community based organization.  In that case, the
interests of the directors were adverse to one another, but by explaining
in plain English the program's design, and how it meets the needs of each
individual director and the organization, the program was adopted.  She remains committed to assist with any matters referred to her by
the Lawyers Clearinghouse.

While participation in pro bono work is voluntary, her firm encourages all of its attorneys, paralegals and legal professionals to
participate in pro bono and public service activities.  They also create opportunities for non-legal staff to participate in firm initiatives.
Brown Rudnick has a long history of promoting the public interest through pro bono work and community service.  They expanded that
commitment ten years ago with the creation and endowment of the Brown Rudnick Charitable Foundation and the opening of the
Brown Rudnick Center for the Public Interest.  The Center enables the firm to increase the impact of their public interest efforts
through blending pro bono representation, community service and charitable giving in support of selected nonprofit organizations in
those communities.  Their pro bono representation has focused on unemployment benefit appeals, indigent artists, veterans, civil rights,
inner-city education, and homelessness.  The Clearinghouse is especially grateful to the firm for its participation in and support of our
Massachusetts Legal Clinic for the Homeless.
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Becky began doing pro bono legal work in law school where she became involved in both the Unemployment Action Center,
representing individuals denied unemployment benefits, and the Women in Prison Project, teaching legal research to inmates in a New
York State Department of Correctional Services women's maximum security prison.  She has maintained her commitment to pro
bono work throughout her legal career and is now very much interested in becoming a Guardian ad Litem and hopes to be able to
accomplish that goal in the future.

Thank you to Becky and Brown Rudnick for their commitment to pro bono work and their community.

cont. from page 11

Pro Bono Legal Representation - Updates

BROWN RUDNICK PARTNERS AND
SUMMER ASSOCIATES ARE LARGEST LAW
FIRM CONTINGENT IN BOSTON ADL
PRO BONO RESEARCH PROJECT.

For over a decade, Brown Rudnick has participated in Boston,

and more recently in New York, in the Anti-Defamation League’s

Summer Associate Research Project.  This summer, Brown

Rudnick had the largest number of participants of any firm in

Boston.  Partners and summer associates provided research and

guidance to the ADL on current issues including:

n Partner Joe Ryan with summer associates Aaron Rosenberg

and Doug Dalena researched legal issues involving Religious

statements & the Equal Credit Opportunity Act.

n Partner Mary Laura Greely with summer associates Caitlin

O'Malley and Jessie Garfinkle researched legal issues involving

State Mandated Ultrasounds Before Abortion. 

n Partner Andrew Kaplan  with summer associates Priya

Selvam and John Halter researched legal issues involving

Sentencing penalty enhancement for illegal immigrants.

n Partner Ed Hershfield with summer associates Austin Blum

and Brian Rice researched legal issues involving Anti-Semitism &

Denial of Access to Education.

n Additionally, in New York City, Partner Chris Carolan with

summer associates Andrew Carty and Jake Beiswenger  researched

legal issues involving the liability of college students and their

university in fund raising for a boat trip that would attempt to

violate the Israeli naval blockade of Gaza.

BROWN RUDNICK RANKS HIGH IN PRO BONO

In the most recent American Lawyer  pro bono rankings of the top 200 U.S. law firms,  Brown

Rudnick was rated #75 based on its 2010 pro bono work.

BROWN RUDNICK’S LONDON OFFICE JOINS LAWWORKS

Through the Brown Rudnick Center for the Public Interest, Brown Rudnick has become a member firm of LawWorks in

the United Kingdom.  LawWorks, formed by the Solicitors Pro Bono Group, is a charity which aims to provide free legal help to

individuals and community groups who cannot afford to pay for it and who are unable to access legal aid. In the last year, LawWorks

helped provide free legal advice to over 40,000 people and approximately 350 voluntary sector organizations. Based in London and

Manchester, U.K., LawWorks provides these services through its approximately 100 member law firms and teams of in-house counsel, as

well as mediators, law students and solicitors.

The initial London team, headed by partner Neill Shrimpton, and including Ravi Suchak, Henry Kikoyo, Francine Godrich, Christian Toms

and Jade Witherton has already begun taking on pro bono matters.
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Pro Bono Legal Representation - Updates

Please contact Al Wallis or Kellie Cahill to discuss any matters
regarding the Brown Rudnick Center for the Public Interest.
Thanks especially to Kellie Cahill, Lisa Murray, Connie Kelly
and Kristin Cicerone for their assistance with this newsletter.
And finally, apologies for any errors or unintentional
omissions, which may from time-to-time occur in the Center
Quarterly – maybe even this one.

- Al Wallis

Brown Rudnick Center
for the Public Interest
One Financial Center
Boston, MA 02111
Phone: (617) 856-8119
E-mail: center@brownrudnick.com
Web: www.brownrudnickcenter.com

JUST US
There are many reasons for the success and stability of the Brown Rudnick Center for the Public Interest during the past decade.

For me, one of the most tangible and important roles that has been responsible for the Center’s success over the past seven years

has been the position of its Executive Assistant.

Kym Patrico joined Brown Rudnick as we were still getting our legs under us.  I gave her a single clear mandate upon her arrival:  the

work of the Center had to be every bit as good as the rest of the exceptional work – administrative and substantive – done by our

law firm.  Well, I guess I went farther than that.  We also had to do things in a way that

demonstrated caring, connectivity and inclusiveness, connection to the community;

we had to take creative risks and be a leading presence in the Firm.  And we had to

have fun doing all of this.   Kym achieved all that, and more, and she as much as

anyone helped to create and shape the Center that is today.

Kym departed Brown Rudnick this summer.  This is happy news:  she matured

and grew so much professionally over those seven years that it was natural and

inevitable that she would be recruited with a stellar employment offer that she

should not refuse.  I am happy that she works only blocks away so that we can have

lunch and stay in frequent contact.  She will always remain a part of the Center

family, and a good friend.

As you read this, we are welcoming Kellie Cahill, the new Coordinator for The Center for the Public Interest.  She is not Kym; she is

distinctly and wonderfully Kellie, and we are excited about and confident in the path that she will blaze with us in the years ahead.




